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Original Department. 
I. 


To the Editors of the New-York Monthly Chronicle, &c. 


A Reply to “ Observations on the New-York Hospital.” 


A Frew remarks upon this paper has become necessary in 
order to correct some mistatemeuts, lest our silence should be 
construed into an admission of the facts as advanced by the 
author. 

The author of these observations commences his series of 
eomplaints, by calling in the whole medical profession to aid 
him in denouncing this valuable institution, and presents him- 
self as the champion of that honourable body, by inviting all 
the disaffected to join his standard, with a determination to 
redress all their grievances. He then proceeds, by giving a 
candid statement of the objects and utility of the institution, 
which is all correct. But we must proceed to examine the 
various complaints, and see how far they are consistent with 


the facts. First, then, as to the admission of seamen into the 
Vou. I. 17 
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Hospital, he is pleased to state, that they “have, in their hour 
of need, been refused admission within its walls, for some tri- 
vial cause or other, founded on a hair-breadth distinction be- 
tween diseases which entitle and diseases which do not entitle 
the sufferers to a participation of those comforts and of that 
relief to which they considered themselves entitled.” We 
would merely remark, upon this charge, that it betrays a total 
ignorance of the affairs of the institution, and should destroy 
the validity of every future argument which the author of this 
paper may advance against the government of the Hospital. 

He will certainly admit that the assertion was premature and 
ill-advised, when he is informed, that the governors exercise 
no authority in the admission of seamen, and their obligations 
with the general government obliges them to receive all such 
as the agent for the government shall recommend, and who 
attends on the regular receiving days for the purpose of exa- 
mining them. It is necessary to add, that the Hospital is paid 
by the week for their board. So much for the first charge ; 
yet we hope it will be of some importance to the author, as it 
will enable him to open a new battery against the general go- 
vernment. 

The second ‘ cause of reproach” is, that “‘a system of ex- 
clusion and of personal favouritism has been so methodically 
pursued,” as to exclude the profession from the benefits of the 
Hospital. This, if true, would be a most serious charge, and 
we must suppose the writer to have good grounds for accusa- 
tion, as it implicates some of our most respectable citizens, 
who are placed at the head of that institution. That family 
connexions, with friendship, or private understanding, has in 
any case influenced the governors in the choice of medical 
officers, we cannot believe; or that three have been taken from 
‘¢ one religious denomination,” is likewise untrue. 

It must be admitted by every one acquainted with the me- 
dical officers of the Hospital, that they stand among the first 
in their profession for their talents and private worth; and we 
are firm in the belief, that their qualities alone gave them a 
preference with the governors. Although we might make 











Reply to ** Observations on the New-York Hospital.” 131 


one or two exceptions on the score of talents, yet as a general 
rule it holds good. It is strongly recommended that there 
should be rotation in the appointment of officers in this insti- 
tution. We must beg leave to differ from the learned author 
upon that subject, as it is believed that it would be the source 
of great mischief. Men unqualified by talents or experience 
would be placed there to take charge of the sick : by an an- 
nual election, and a regular rotation in office, the physician 
would labour under every disadvantage ; he would commence 
his duties without a knowledge of the forms of the house, or 
the modifications which diseases undergo by the patient’s 
being confined to a strict medical police; without the requi- 
site information to regulate the diet, and to be conscious of 
the necessary attention that must be bestowed on cleanliness 
and ventilation in so large an institution. Therefore, upon 
this principle of rotation, by the time one officer had acquired 
some knowledge with the duties of his station, he must be re- 
moved, to give room to his successor, who has the same task 
to learn before he can be of service to his patients, or do cre- 
dit to the institution. It is a fact which I believe none will 
deny, that the diseases in the Hospital are so much modified 
by situation, as to require a different treatment from out of 
doors, and the best wish that we can give to this rotation in 
office, is, that it may never be adopted in our Hospital. 

Thus far we have followed our author in the history of 
grievances, believing him to be actuated by the purest motives, 
and with an intention of doing justice, by laying before the 
public a correct statement of facts ; and while urging upon the 
governors the necessity of a reformation, by sound reasoning. 
In a moment, as if fatigued with the enumeration of all his ills, 
he breaks out like a whirlwind, as if determined to overwhelm 
them at a single blow, and accuses them of injustice, intrigue, 
and aristocratical influence. He tells them, that their “ royal 
charter, supported by family influence, or glossed over with a 
display of pompous wealth,” shall be no protection against 
his wrath and indignation. ‘ Non est jocus esse malignum.” 
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Having extended this paper much further than we at first 
intended, we must now close it with a few remarks upon the 
latter part of his “ observations,” for the purpose of correcting 
a few mistakes. We are informed that medical men are not 
admitted to witness operations and the practice of the house. 
It is certainly news to us; and we shall take the liberty, in 
plain terms, of denying it. We state that it has never been 
the case, except through mistake ; and we deny that any prac- 
titioner was ever under the necessity of paying ten dollars for 
the privilege of visiting, the honse. It is likewise complained, 
that students are obliged to pay for the privileges of the house ; 
this we admit to be true; and can it be supposed that students 
can be admitted to all the benefits of the Hospital, without 
making some compensation for the instruction they receive, 
the trouble they occasion, and the use of the library ? 

It is a fact not generally known, that all the money derived 
from students is appropriated to the library. 

We are referred to the Paris and Massachusetts Hospitals, 
as examples of liberality : from their able support from go- 
vernment they can readily admit of such liberality. But 
where an institution of this nature is conducted by a private 
association, such privileges are not consistent with the interest 
of the institution. We would likewise refer to the hospitals 
of London, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 

_ We shall here close our remarks upon this subject by advis- 
ing its author to be more careful in future to investigate the 
subjects, before he attempts to bring them as serious charges 
before the public ; and as we are upon the subject of reforma- 
tion in public institutions, we would recommend him to turn 
his attention to the CoLLEGE or PuysiciaNs AND SURGEONS : 
he will there find a fruitful field for the exercise of his talents, 
and find ‘‘ something rotten in Denmark.” The want of li- 
berality will be most conspicuous in all their tranactions, and 
the unfortunate student, destitute of friends, having embarked 
his little all in the completion of his education, will find but 
few to assist him ; and when his money is exhausted, he must 
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stop, and abandon his pursuits, and be consoled by hearing 
that “Tl faut de l’argent.” But more of this hereafter. 
CuiTvs. 
New-York, 20th Oct. 1824. 


REMARKS. 


We’hope that the insertion of the preceding communica- 
tion will not be understood as establishing a precedent for 
future appeals of a similar nature. It must be obvious, that 
such a course would inevitably expose us to great inconve- 
niences, and frequently protract discussion to an endless and 
vexatious degree. When we are therefore satisfied, after ma- 
ture conviction, of the correctness of any decision to which 
we may be led, and of the accuracy of any statements we may 
advance, we shall never consent, for trifling considerations, to 
admit views and opinions contradictory of our own. In de- 
parting, on the present occasion, from this wholesome regula- 
tion, we are actuated by two motives, each of which is of suf- 
ficient weight to warrant the exception. The object which we 
had in view, in exposing the errors and mismanagement which 
we believed and know to exist in the New-York Hospital, was 
purely disinterested. It was to effect, if possible, a reforma- 
tion in the system from which we conceived these abuses to 
flow ; and, even if this could not immediately be effected, to 
direct attention to the attempt, and, by influencing public 
opinion in its favour, pave the way for its ultimate accom- 
plishment. Where so important and respectable an institution 
is thus made the object of scrutiny and censure, it is important 
that ample scope be given to a free discussion of the subject, 
and to the correction of any error into which we may have in- 
cautiously been betrayed. Secondly ; the above defence is 
the more entitled to consideration, because it comes in a shape 
and is couched in a tone of authority, which warrants the be- 
lief that it is at least a demi-official communication : and al- 
though the inaccuracies of style with which it abounds would 
lead to a contrary supposition, yet the grounds for the belief 
we have expressed are too strong to be shaken by even this 
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respectful consideration. They will readily present themselves 
to the reader. We now proceed to offer a few brief comments 
on the reply. 

1. The charge respecting the non-admission of seamen into 
the hospital is not denied. We are accused, however, of hav- 
ing betrayed a total ignorance of the affairs of the institution, 
because we ‘directed our batteries’ against the governors, and 
not against the general government of the United States. A 
reference to our article will be sufficient to satisfy the reader, 
that we simply stated the fact, without imputing fault to any 
department of the institution. We did, and do still think, that 
it is in the power of the governors to correct the evil, either 
by their own authority, or by a proper representation to the 
superior authority, to which, it is asserted, they lie under pe- 
culiar obligations. 

2. It is denied, that a system of personal favouritism has 
been pursued in the hospital ; and in order to substantiate the 
denial, an attempt is made to disprove one of the facts we al- 
leged in support of our opinion, viz. that three of the medical 
officers of the hospital belong to one religious denomination. 
Upon examination we do indeed find, that one of the gentle- 
men, to whom we alluded, is not himself one of the denomina- 
tion to which we supposed him to belong; but we have also 
ascertained, that his nearest connexions are all members of 
that denomination, as was likewise his greatest friend in the 
profession, and one whose influence in the hospital, during his 
life-time, was by no means inconsiderable. ‘This flaw in our 
indictment, if we may be allowed the innocent use of the term, 
will be found, therefore, to have little weight with the profes- 
sion. We regret exceedingly that we have been compelled to 
notice this circumstance, because we are averse from dragging 
before the public the private circumstances of any individual, 
and least of all, when that individual enjoys an irreproachable 
and excellent character. As the reply has, however, charged 
us with an untruth, it was due to the character of this Journal 


that this explanation should be made. 
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3. Among the evil effects of the system at present pursued 
in the management of the hospital, we had occasion to advert 
to the exclusion of a large body of the profession in this city 
from a participation in the honours and advantages afforded 
by the institution. ‘This evil, we conceive, would be remedied 
by a proper rotation in office of all the physicians and surgeons 
whose claims to an appointment are equally urgent with those 
of the permanent incumbents. This idea of rotation has so 
alarmed Clitus, that he has conjured up a host of evils, each 
of which is so great, as of itself to threaten ruin and dis- 
grace to the institution. The slightest reflection will suffice, 
however, to show the futility of his objections, which, we are 
inclined to think, would be far more applicabie in a discussion 
of the merits of an annual or biennial election of a senator in 
Congress, or a president of the United States, than of the quali- 
fications requisite to enable a physician or surgeon to dis- 
charge his duties in a hospital with ability and credit. What? 
Is the profession indeed so low in New-York, that there are no 
others, excepting those already selected for this duty, who have 
the talents, learning, and conscience, to entitle them to an ap- ( 
pointment in the hospital? Shall it be then for ever reserved for .& 
the favoured few? It requires, fortunately, little boldness or sa- 
gacity to prophesy, that in this country of equal rights mono- 
polies cannot long thrive. Public opinion is their constant 
foe. It may operate slowly, but its final triumph is sure, and 
must be complete ; and we may yet hope to see an office in an 
institution, which is richly fostered by the public bounty, 
within the reach of every well qualified and respectable man 
in the profession. 

4. Clitus denies that medical men are ever refused admit- 
tance within the hospital, excepting through mistake. As we 
differ here in point of fact, and have not names to vouch for 
the authority of either statement, we shall leave it to the ex- 
perience of the members of the profession to decide upon the 
subject. It will be hard if the writer of this has been the only 
one who has experienced mortification and disgust at the gate 
of the hospital. We deny with Clitus, that any practitioner 
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of medicine ever was under the necessity of paying ten dol- 
lars annually for the privilege of visiting the house. Where 
is there one to be found in this enlightened community who 
would submit to the indignity ? 

5. ‘The instruction which they receive, the trouble they 
occasion, and the use of the library,” do they not require 
from the students some compensation? Answer this, ye stu- 
dents ! 

6. Clitus goes on to say, that the Paris and Massachusetts 
hospitals, ‘* from their able support from government,” can ad- 
mit students gratuitously; ‘but where an institution of this na- 
ture is conducted by a private association, such privileges are 
not consistent with the interest of the institution.” We should 
have been glad to know what the interest of such a private in- 
stitution is? Will Clitus inform us, if the good of that public; 
whose representatives have sunk a capital of between THREE 
AND FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS for this institution, is 
at all compatible therewith ? 

6. We are recommended to turn our attention to the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons. Clitus did not know what support 
he was about to derive from this very source, when he penned 
this recommendation. ‘The exposé in a late introductory lec- 
ture,* of the advantages which the New-York Hospital prof- 
fers to students of medicine, to a degree equal, if not superior 
to all other similar institutions, not excepting those of Paris or 
London, would, if we are not mistaken, have soothed the tem- 
per of our correspondent, which has been evidently rufiled by 
the existence of rottenness in Denmark. 


‘< Non est jocus esse malignum.” 





—— —~— 





* We had intended to point out certain errors in this lecture, but 
as it has originally appeared in the newspapers, we are compelled, by 
the rigid rules of professional ethics, to pronounce it hors de combat. 
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Hints on Gonorrhea, Apothecaries, &c. &c. 


THe extent to which malpractice in this disease is carried 
at the present time in New-York, would appear incredible to 
any one unacquainted with the condition of society in a large 
and populous community. The inducements to imposition of 
every kind are sufficiently numerous, but in the present in- 
stance they are rendered exceedingly active and powerful by 
a variety of circumstances, which it will not be uninteresting 
to point out. 

1. Gonorrhoea is a disease which is seldom or never re- 
garded by patients as of sufficient consequence in itself to 
demand the same exertion of skill, or extent of knowledge for 
its cure, which are admitted to be indispensable to a success- 
ful treatment of other diseases. Hence recourse is more 
readily had to the unskilful and the ignorant, who are always 
prompt to dazzle the imagination of the young and the un- 
guarded, by promises of speedy cure, which are vain in ex- 
act proportion to the lofty tone with which they are held 
forth. 

2. The desire of concealment prompts patients to prefer 
that treatment which interferes the least with those habits and 
comforts, a breach or denial of which would inevitably expose 
them to suspicion. A conscientious physician, however, will 
never consent, for minor considerations, to trifle with the 
health of his patient, or attempt to cure him the wrong way: 
he is therefore avoided, and in his stead any charlatan or im- 
postor, who has neither knowledge nor conscience to restrain 
him, will be preferred. 

3. A belief in the specific virtues of certain remedies for 
gonorrhoea, has been so general, and is still entertained with 
so much confidence, that many patients will not consent to 
consult a physician at all in this disease. They are satisfied 
with prescribing for themselves, or with submitting to the 
Von. J. ; 18 
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vaunted experience of any interested vender of an imaginary 
specific. The occasional success which attends this course of 
proceeding, is converted into a powerful and irresistible argu- 
ment against the general want of success, which is alleged, 
, with no less hardihood than falsehood, to attend the practice 
of the regular professors of the healing art. .This belief in 
specific medicines for gonorrhoea, has been unfortunately too 
much aided and confirmed by the bold assertions of certain 
systematic authors in the profession itself, who boast of the 
uniform success of certain remedies in gonorrhoea, with a 
dogmatism and positiveness which are fraught with no less 
hazard to their own reputation, than to the safety of thou- 
sands who may become the victims of their enthusiastic ex- 
aggeration. As a striking instance in proof, the indis- 
criminate recommendation of the balsam copaiva may be 
adduced. That the exhibition of this article, under certain cir- 
cumstances, is frequently attended with the happiest effects, no 
one who has had the least experience in this disease, will 
deny. But that under all circumstances, it is equally proper 
and safe and efficacious, is an assertion equally repugnant to 
































sound theory, and inconsistent with matter of fact. Many have 
been the unfortunate dupes of the extravagant commendation 
of this, and other articles of a similar kind; and neither the 
eloquence, nor the talents, nor the usefulness of Dr. Chapman, 
can ever atone for the mischief which he has, we are con- 
vinced, unintentionally, committed by his unqualified recom- 
mendation of the copaiva mixture. 

4. A stronger inducement than all the rest, and one which 
may in most instances be considered the main-spring, which 
sets them all in motion, is avarice. To this debasing passion, 
to the hope of saving a few paltry dollars, we daily see health, 
comfort, even life sacrificed. On what other grounds in fact 
can the preference ceteris paribus for illiterate quacks, and 
impudent nostrum venders, be explained? Let these require 
the same price for their services that physicians do, and the 
charm which now invests them would ‘ dissolve apace,’ their 
wonderfully rapid cures be no longer heard of, and they them- 
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selves be at last viewed in their proper and deservedly odious 
colours. Such are a few of the circumstances which especi- 
ally subject those upon whom are bestowed the poisonous 
fruits of Venus, to fraud and imposition. 

It would be fortunate, if by the aid of these inducements 
quacks and ignorant practitioners alone were enabled to 
practise upon the public their shameful and injurious arts. 
Constantly engaged in this one occupation, they are perforce 
driven to the acquisition of something like knowledge, and 
numerous as are the errors they commit, and great the 
mischief they occasion, the former may be corrected by ex- 
perience, and the latter be exposed by law. There is another 
class of practitioners, more dangerous and mischievous by far, 
who with singular presumption undertake, not only to pre- 
scribe themselves, but to hold up to derision, and to brand 
with their authoritative censure, the prescription of regular 
physicians. ‘These are Apothecaries. Numerous are the 
instances which have fallen under our notice of the successful 
attempts made by some of this class, to pirate patients out of the 
hands of their physicians, by false representations of the won- 
derful and superior efficacy of some specific or other. So great 
has the evil become, that many druggists actually make more 
money by treating clap-patients, than by selling drugs. There 
is one individual in this city who, we believe, has a greater 
number of applications in the year for treatment in syphilis and 
sonorrlicea, than any two physicians can boast of. It would be 
mercy to the public to expose this man’s name, but we fear 
his influence would not even thus be destroyed. As we before 
said, the occasional success which attends these men, urge 
them on to the boldest and most desperate measures. Their 
frequent, nay, daily failures are carefully kept out of view, 
for from the indignation of their victims they have little to 
fear. ‘To expose these failures, and enumerate a list of the 
serious consequences which are attendant on them, might be 
attended with considerable advantage. We have room for 
one or two cases only. A young man labouring under 
gonorrhoea, applied in the first instance to a physician, whe 
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candidly informed him that all attempts at. prognosis were 
liable to failure, but assured him that his cure would be 
hastened by a proper attention to diet, &c.; and the disease 
being attended with flammatory symptoms, ordered him a dose 
Of salts, the use of the warm bath, and perfect quiet. With 
this language the patient was not altogether satisfied, and less 
with the inactive treatment. ‘ Nothing to stop the running !’’ 
exclaimed he, and went to an apothecary. This conscientious 
mortal, without inquiring into the history or the symptoms of 
the case, actually condemns the practice of the physician, as 
calculated to keep the patient on hand, and prescribes hes specific, 
which, he said, always stops the running in four days. The 
patient delighted, puts himself on the use of the apothecary’s 
medicine, but instead of getting better, grew so much worse, 
that he was compelled to recur to medical advice. When we 
saw him, he was in a dreadful state. Inflammation had ex- 
tended up the urethra to a considerable extent, the pain and 
burning in the part were excessive, the discharge ropy and 
viscid, and mixed with blood, and symptoms of a severe 
symptomatic fever had supervened. It is not necessary to 
add, that the specific was thrown out of the window, the pa- 
tient bled copiously, and the strict antiphlogistic treatment 
successfully pursued. 

In another case mercurial pills were forthwith given by an 
apothecary for a pseudo-syphilitic ulcer, and no accompany- 
ing treatment, or regimen at all attended to. The conse- 
quence was a distressing salivation, with rheumatic inflamma- 
tion of the joints, and the patient laid prostrate for weeks. 
We could adduce many more instances to the same eflect. 
These will suffice, however, to show the evils which are at- 
tendant on the unbridled licentiousness of your would-be 
practitioners. ‘There is, in our opinion, but one way of putting 
a stop to the evil, and that is the institution of a College of 
Apothecaries. ‘This would at once elevate the character of 
the members, and render them amenable to a tribunal for 
those malpractices which they are at present committing 
daily, and with impunity. We have conversed with several! 
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of the more enlightened and honourable members of this 
calling, and they all approve of the measure, and are anx- 
iously waiting a favourable opportunity for its adoption. 
Why do physicians not bestir themselves in this matter ? 

To conclude: gonorrhoea is a disease which is no more® 
under the management of a specific, than any other disease to 
which the human body is liable. It undergoes modification 
according to age, sex, temperament, constitution, idiosyncrasy, 
season of the year, climate, and a variety of other circum- 
stances ; the force and influence of which can necessarily be 
appreciated by none, excepting the well-educated physician. 
The different stages likewise, and the various forms of the 
disease can be discerned by him only, together with the ap- 
propriate method of treatment necessary in each individual 
case.. A happy coincidence may occasionally favour the 
prescription of the ignorant; but in nine cases out of ten, 
shame and confusion must await their awkward attempts to 
interfere with the economy of the human system. 








Ill. 
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[Continued from No. III.] 


6. An affected gravity and sapiency of manner, is one of the 
modes by which many men have forced themselves into ex- 
tensive and lucrative practice. However much men may 
plume themselves upon their superior sagacity and discrimina- 
tion, there are few indeed, who in their judgments concerning: 
the character and pretensions of others, are not extensively 
influenced by external appearances. In medicine this holds 
more generally true than, perhaps, in any other profession or 
occupation ; and designing men have in all ages, and in all 
states of society, availed themselves of this circumstance, to 
impose upon the honest credulity of the public. There are 
various ways by which the same ebject is obtained by different 
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individuals. Some accomplish it by the aid of peculiarities 
in dress. In times not very remote, the influence of a large 
wig and a gold-headed cane is well known. In the present 
day other means are found necessary, the most effective of 
which is a profound taciturnity, accompanied with a certain 
imperturbable gravity of demeanour, which nothing can dis- 
concert. This has a wonderful effect in inspiring the confi- 
dence of the vulgar more especially, in the superior wisdom 
of the possessor of these admirable qualities. By others this 
character is assumed only on particular occasions. We know 
one physician, who although on most occasions he is quite face- 
tious enough, whenever he is interrogated on some professional 
point, throws himself instantly into an attitude of condescend- 
ing importance, then inflates his lungs, compresses his lips, 
and elevates his under jaw at an angle of about 45°. These, 
together with a gentle distension of the buccinator muscles, 
give to his whole appearance an air of owlish gravity and im- 
portance, which are perfectly irresistible. It may readily be 
imagined, after this preliminary display, that when he opens 
his mouth, he is listened too with the profound attention of an 
oracle. 

We are acquainted with another physician in this city, 
who has very successfully imposed upon the public, by the 
deep mystery with which he continually envelopes himself. 
He never answers questions directly, and seldom even 
indirectly, except by a significant smile or shrug of the 
shoulder. Aided as these manipulations are by a visage pe- 
culiarly cadaverous, they have been very successful in 
inspiring a feeling allied to veneration in inexperienced minds. 

7. The use of technical language. This is a very usual me- 
thod, and has been a very successful one too, of imposing 
upon the credulity of the ignorant, by inspiring a belief in 
the superior knowledge and attainments of the person who 
uses it. We daily meet with examples of this, which are ex- 
ceedingly amusing. We know one physician, whose lips, 
disdaining to pronounce the vulgar terms blister, poultice, Xc. 
is continually flourishing with “ epispastics,” “ cataplasms.” 
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&c. We know another who is incessantly talking about 
“anatomy, physiology, pathology, and hygiene.” Another, 
who is from morning to night ringing the changes upon 
‘collapse and reaction.” ‘The effect of these words, falling 
upon untutored ears, may easily be imagined. The very fact 
of their being unintelligible to the poor patient and his friends, 
is sufficient to convince them of the superior depth of the phy- 
sician; and we have heard these men honoured with the title 
of “scientific physicians.” Before we leave this head we 
shall relate one or two anecdotes, which have recently come 
to our hearing. In a certain part of a certain city, not long 
since a consultation of a couple of doctors was held in the 
case of a poor illiterate mechanic. It was concluded that the 
patient was labouring under palpitation of the heart. After 
the consultation, the attending physician, with asinine so- 
lemnity, went up to the patient and told him, that after a 
very deliberate and serious investigation of his case, they had 
come to the conclusion that he was labouring under “ palpi- 
tatio cordis !” 

The other anecdote is still more amusing. A _ physician 
was, not many months ago, called to visit a coloured servant 
woman, in a respectable family in this city. During the 
doctor’s visit to the kitchen, which was rather protracted, the 
lady of the house happening to go down, overheard a very 
animated conversation between the doctor and his patient, in 
which the name of Napoleon Bonaparte was mentioned seve- 
ral times. The appearance of the lady, of course, interrupted 
the téte a téte, and the doctor (without a blush on his face, 
as far as we can learn) turning around to her, said that ‘* Miss 
Dinah’s complaint was nervous, and he had been trying to 
divert her mind, by giving her an account of Bonaparte’s 
confinement in St. Helena!” Will it be believed that this 
man is at this moment fattening on a most extensive and pro- 
fitable business ? 

8. Flattery. There is no mind, however great or well- 
balanced, that is not more or less susceptible of flattery, ii 
judiciously administered. In every breast, whether high or 
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low, rich or poor, learned or unlearned, there is some cord 
that may be struck with success by a cunning and artful de- 
ceiver. This universal weakness of our nature has always 
been seized upon by designing men for the purpose of carry- 
ing their arts into effect. A careful analysis of successful im- 
position will probably exhibit flattery as having been one of 
the most effective weapons that have ever been wielded for this 
purpose. From the nature of the medical profession—from 
the easy and constant access which it affords physicians to a 
confidential intercourse with their patients: and from the nume- 
rous opportunities which this furnishes for becoming acquaint- 
ed with the weak points of their character, there is not merely 
every facility, but indeed every temptation offered to knavish 
and unprincipled men, to practise upon good nature and cre- 
dulity. That such facilities are not slighted, must appear 
obvious to the most superficial observer of men and manners 
in our own city. We know physicians (we feel almost tempted 
to publish their names) who have forced themselves into busi- 
ness and consequence in no other way than by degrading 
themselves to the character of panders to weakness and vice. 
As we do not wish to be personal, we shall not say any thing 
further on this head, than to offer a word of friendly advice to 
the young physician who may be dagled by the glare of suc- 
cess and prosperity, without being aware of the low arts and 
humiliating degradations by which this prosperity may have 
been attained. Let him remember, that it requires neither 
talents nor knowledge to act the part of a flatterer—that on 
the contrary no man can ever become such until he has lost all 
regard to principle, integrity, and virtue—that success, thus 
obtained, however brilliant, can never purchase self-esteem 
or public approbation, and that in the end it must meet the 
contempt of the honest and the indignation of the virtuous. 


[To be econtinued.? 














Sweetser on Croup. 


REVIEW. 





Arr. I. Dissertation on Cynancue TRrAcHEALts or Croup, 
‘to which was awarded the Boylston Premium for 1823. 
By Wivuiam Sweetser, M. D. Boston. 


WE are not of the number of those who believe that croup 
is a disease of recent origin. Its causes, dike that of other in- 
flammations, are general, and pervading more or less every 
portion of the globe. ‘The predisposition to the disease in the 
human systein is likewise marked by no specific circumstances 
which should limit its origin to a particular age. Unless, 
therefore, we admit the existence of a peculiar contagion in 
croup, as has been done without sufficient cause by some few 
authors, we must suppose it to have existed in the remotest 
periods. ‘That it was not, however, described as a distinct 
disease of the throat until within the last century, we are not 
disposed to deny. ‘This circumstance may appear surprising, 
until it is considered that many other diseases have met with 
the same fate, of which laryngitis, &c. are examples. 

In a review of what has been written respecting croup, it is 
highly gratifying to our national vanity to discover the extent 
of obligation due to American physicians for their early and 
successful attempts to describe this disease, and to bring it 
under the control of art. Their claims to our admiration and 
gratitude have been ably advanced and zealously vindicated 
by Dr. John B. Beck of this city, in an essay distinguished 
for felicitous vigour of style, accuracy of research, and strength 
of argument.* Our later writers are not less entitled to dis- 
tinction than their predecessors, and we may safely challenge 
a comparison of the descriptions of croup as given by Hosack 
and Chapman, with those of the best foreign writers on the 
same subject. 
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The author, of whose treatise we propose to give a slight 
sketch, has availed himself of the labours of his predecessors, 
but by no means to that extent which the importance of -the 
subject and the general interest entertained for it seemed to us 
to require. On the history of the disease in this country, for 
example, he is entirely silent: an unpardonable omission in an 
American writer, and an American prize dissertation.—While 
on this subject, we may take occasion to remark, that American 
writers too often sin in this way, and they make but a sorry 
compensation for their omission by a vain display of erudition 
to be found in every hacknied writer on the same subject. 

We do not observe any thing new in relation to the pathology 
of croup inthis essay. The following account of the manner 
in which death may take place, is worthy of attention. 


‘¢ Death in croup may be induced in various ways. It may occur in the 
stage of inflammation, even before any effusion has taken place, from the 
violence of the constitutional sympathy either completely exhausting the 
living powers, or bringing on convulsions in which the child expires. It 
may also take place from asphyxia, induced by the inflammatory swelling 
of the lips of the glottis closing up the rima glottidis. Death is probably 
brought on in this way in most of those fatal cases of the disease where, on 
examination, no effusion can be seen. In the last stage, or that following 
effusion, the child often dies from exhaustion, which takes place in conse- 
quence of blood, that has undergone only a partial change in the lungs, 
being circulated through the system, as well as from the great efforts made 
to carry on respiration. The rima glottidis may also in this stage be closed 
by the effusion on, or swelling of the lips of the glottis. In the first case, 
there is sometimes perfect adhesion. Sometimes life is destroyed by an 
accompanying pulmonary affection, even after the difficulty in the larynx 
and trachea has been removed. Disease in the lungs will always aid much 
the other causes of dissolution. When much effusion takes place in the 
bronchi and air cells of the lungs, it is plain that air cannot be received 
so as to effect the necessary change in the blood, the consequence of which 
must be asphyxia.” pp. 13, 14. 


In describing the symptoms of this affection, Dr. Sweetser 
has very properly adopted the excellent division of it, by Dr. 
Hosack, into three stages: the first, or forming, when the dis- 
ease is merely local; the second, or inflammatory, when the 
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constitution is brought to sympathise with the local affection ; 
the third, or post febrile, when effusion has taken place. 

Diagnosis. Under this head there are some very interesting 
observations on cynanche laryngea, a disease to which little at- 
tention seems as yet to have been paid in this country. Inte- 
rest was first excited to it in England by the circumstance of 
Drs. David Pitcairn and Sir John Macnamara Hayes having 
died of it about the same period. The two first cases on re- 
cord in this country, it is observed by our author, ‘ occurred 
in individuals whose names are intimately connected with our 
history,” viz. George Washington and Samuel Dexter. Cases 
are also to be found in the New-England Journal, the Physico- 
Medical Transactions of New-York, and the New-York Medi- 
ical and Physical Journal. 

The first mark of distinction, noticed by our author, *be- 
tween croup and laryngitis, is the circumstance of the first 
being confined exclusively in its attacks to children, and the 
latter to adults. Dr. S. omits to mention, or is not aware, 
that there are exceptions in both cases, though we confess 
they are not numerous. The learned Dr. Mitchill of this city 
suffered from an attack of croup in manhood. 

Little reliance in the opinion of Dr. S. can be placed on the 
seat of pain in the two diseases. It is nevertheless a fact, 
that in laryngitis the pain is generally confined to a small 
spot about the larynx, whereas in croup there is rather a 
diffused uneasiness over the throat. 

The voice is necessarily more affected in laryngitis, the pa- 
tients not being able to raise their voices above a whisper, and 
generally avoiding to speak altogether. 

The sound of the respiration differs in the two diseases, nei- 
ther is the breathing so difficult at the commencement of la- 
ryngitis as in croup. 

Difficulty of deglutition is peculiar to inflammation of the 
larynx. Dr. S. erroneously attributes this to an inflammation 
and swelling of the fauces. So far are these symptoms from 
being generally present in this affection, that their absence is 
supposed to be peculiarly characteristic of it. An examina- 
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tion of the cases on record will amply prove this to be the 
fact. We suppose that the difficult deglutition depends en- 
tirely on the inflamed condition of the epiglottis and the spas- 
miodic contraction of the muscles surrounding the larynx. 

The morbid appearances after death are different in croup and 
laryngitis. In the latter the uvula and velum palati are often 
found cedematous, and at times the tonsils likewise. The upper 
and forepart of the pharynx, the epiglottis, glottis, apper part of 
the larynx, and sometimes with abated severity, the trachea 
and bronchie are generally inflamed. Serous effusion has 
generally been found in the cellular membrane behind the la- 
rynx, also under the mucous membrane of the glottis and up- 
per part of the larynx. The epiglottis, too, is occasionally 
cedematous. Sometimes coagulable lymph is effused on the 
mucous membrane of the glottis. 

In cynanche laryngea, death from suffocation is more com- 
mon than in croup, the rima glottidis becoming so closed that, 
either from inflammation, or oedema, or adhesion following the 
effusion of coagulable lymph, so as to obstruct the passage of 
the air to the lungs. 

The other two species of cynanche, with which croup may 
be confounded, are tonsillitis and cynanche maligna. 

Treatment. We are more and more convinced from re- 
peated observation that this disease, in this city at least, is 
not treated with sufficient activity. Depletion is too much 
neglected ; without which measure, emetics and all other re- 
sources are too apt to prove unavailing. ‘To a belief in the 
spasmodic nature of croup, much may be attributed, as our 
author justly remarks, but a misplaced indulgence of the fears 
and prejudices of parents by physicians, is by far a more po- 
tent cause of the neglect of proper measures in the beginning 
of the disease. 

General and local blood-letting, emetics, cathartics, vesica- 
tion, the warm bath, are the remedies upon which a chief re- 
liance is to be placed, according to Dr. S. in the treatment of 
the first and second stages of croup. On calomel he places 
no dependence whatever, and in so far he differs materially 
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from the best writers on the disease in this country. They all 
recommend it, as being, after depletion, the most efficient 
equalizer of the circulation Yn this inflammatory affection, and 
as more especially calculated to obviate a recurrence of the 
inflammatory attack. We should certainly condemn any 
practitioner who would omit its use, after the mass of testi- 
mony in its favour. 





Arr. IH. The New-York Medical and Physical Journal, 
No. XI. Edited by Jonn W. Francis, M. D. and Joun 
B. Beck, M. D. 


We had intended to offer some remarks in the present 
number on the general spirit and character of this valuable 
and original Journal; but a want of room compels us to de- 
fer them to another opportunity. 


_ Arr. 1. Some general remarks on the use of the Stethoscope, §c. By 
John Bell, M. D. 


This essay contains an accurate and instructive account of this use- 
ful instrument, with some original observations and practical illustrations 
of its use. 


Art. II. An inquiry into the nature and causes of Intermittent fevers. 
By Felix Pascalis, M. D. of New York. 


The author of this curious and interesting paper has long been conspi- 
cuous for the ardent zeal and persevering assiduity with which he has 
devoted himself to the cultivation of medical science, and the advancement 
of the character and interests of the profession in this state. His observa- 
tions are, therefore, entitled to profound respect; and although they be found 
occasionally erroneous, should not be treated with levity or disregard. 
{n this essay he discusses several points connected with the history of in- 
termittent fever, among which is the theory of their production. Dr. 
Pascalis seems to think that a disturbance or interruption of that function 
of the respiratory organs, ‘* which consists in the secretion of the hydrogen 
from the venous blood, which, with the oxygen, composes that serous fluid 
or vapour, incessantly emitted by expiration,” is the cause of intermittents. 
We regret that we have not room for the interesting illustrations of this 
theory, given by our author. Why does he denounce the sulphate of 
quinine? Ffe is surely not aware of its usefulness and efficacy. 
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Art. HI. Case of Osteo-sarcoma of the Superior Mazillary Bone, witli 
the operation for its removal. By David L. Rogers, M. D. of New-York. 


Stimulated by the success which has attended the splendid operations of 
Dr. Mott, for the removal of ossific tumours on the lower jaw, Dr. Rogers 
attempted the extirpation of a similar disease from the upper jaw, and we 
are glad to perceive, by this communication, has proved completely suc- 
cessful. 

‘A body of a fungus character had made its appearance in the right nos- 
tril, pressing upon the septum, and obstructing the passage of the air 
through his nose. The disease had progressed thus far, at the time of my 
seeing him, without much pain, but with surprising rapidity, and was then 
making its way through the palate. 

‘ The malignant character of the disease, and its rapid progress, almost 
prohibited any attempt, with the least prospect of giving the patient relief. 
It being evident that unless some energetic measures were adopted to ar- 
rest its progress, it must soon terminate his existence. I therefore deter- 
mined, with the approbation of Dr. Mott, to attempt its extirpation. 

“The operation was accordingly performed on the tenth, in the follow- 
ing manner. An incision was made first through the filtrum of the upper 
lip, which was dissected from the tumour and ale of the nose, so as to turn 
both portions of the lip over upon the cheek. The second incision was to 
detach the cartilaginous portion of the septum narium from the top of the 
tumour. After extracting the first molar tooth on each side, a fine saw 
was used, which readily divided the superior maxillary bone, including the 
palatine process, the two incisions meeting at the palatine suture: after 
sawing through the principal bones, the tumour was easily removed, al- 
though it extended much further back than was at first anticipated. It 
was found necessary, during the operation, to remove the two inferior tur- 
binated bones, a part of the septum narium, the vomer, and a part of the 


right antrum.” 


Art. 1V. Case of poisoning by tincture of opium, successfully managed 
by Terebinthinates. By Frederick W. Jenkins, M. D. of New-York. 


In this case emetics were employed in the first instance, both by the 
mouth and per anum, as recommended by Chapman, without effect. 
The symptoms were urgent, and turpentine was administered. The fol- 
lowing mixture was accordingly thrown up as an injection : 

Ol. Tereb. Rectif. . . 02.1. 
,, i: ere oF M. 

Deinde adde Aq. Pluv. Tepid. dr. viii. to be repeated in thirty minutes. 

She was directed to take, every quarter of an hour, three spoonfuls of the 
following : 

Ol. Tereb. Rectif. . . 02. ij. 
Ol, Ricini.:. . . «sO M. 

The patient recovered under this active and skilful treatment. 
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Art. V. Additional remarks on the Euphorbia Hypericifolia. By 
Wm. Zollickoffer, M. D. of Maryland, &c. 


Dr. Z. recommends a small teaspoonful of the infusion of this vegetable, 
directed in the third volume of this Journal, p. 33—36, to be taken every 
three hours in the second stage of Cholera Infantum. He before recom- 
mended it in diarrhcea and in dysentery. 


Art. VI. Observations and experiments on the medicinal and poisonous 
effects of the Mancinella tree. By J. B. Ricord Madiana, M. D. Read 
before the Lyceum of Natural History of New-York.—To be continued. 


Although we have not space to give an account of this valuable treatise, 
we can cheerfully bear testimony to itsmerits. It is written with ability; 
and the experiments appear to have been conducted with great skill 
and nicety. 


Arr. VII. On the medicinal properties of the Acorus Calumus. By 
Edward G. Ludlow, M. D. of New-York. 


Omnia orta occidunt, et orta senescunt.—Sallust. 


Dr. Ludlow has in a neatly written and short essay, confirmed the 
experience of those who have hitherto employed this valuable stoma- 
chic. We should think it worthy of attention to country practitioners in 
particular. 


Art. VIII. 4 case of Dropsy. By L. Ring, M. D.of Redhook, N. Y. 


The ordinary means, with perseverance, were successful in the present 
instance, 


Art. IX. Observations on the efficacy of scruple doses of calomel in dysen- 
tery. By Daniel L. M. Peixotto, M. D. of New-York. 


It is the object of this paper to defend the plan of treatment by scruple 
doses, first adopted by the East India practitioners, and so highly recom- 
mended by Johnson. Several cases are related in confirmation of the 
benefits of the practice, both in the West Indies and in this city. 


Art. X. Notice of a new instrument for tying deep-seated arteries. 
Invented by Alexander E. Hosack, M. D. (with a plate.) 


We selected a short notice of this useful improvement in our last num- 
ber. See page 117. 


Art. XI. Case of Anthrax successfully treated. By Peter S. Townsend, 
M. D. of Nassau, New Providence, W. J. 


The antiseptic poultice of charcoal, alcohol, bark, and Indian meal, with 
the general tonic treatment, as recommended by Dr. Hosack, was em- 
nloyed with success in this case. _ 
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Ar. XII. On the Momordica Elaterium and Croton Tiglium. By 
John W. Francis, M. D. &c. 


Dr. Francis has, with care, recapitulated the observations on Blaterium, 
made by Milligan, Ferriar, Clutterbuck, §c. He also adduces several 
cases in which it has been successful in his own practice. 

His observations on Croton Tiglium have already appeared in the lasf 


_ edition of Murray’s Materia Medica, published in this city. 


Reviews of Smith on Typhus, and of Peirson on Chincough follow—they 
are practical and orthodox. 

This number also contains a biographical notice of Dr. James Kent 
Platt, formerly of this city, and late Professor of Surgery in the University 
of Vermont, by John B. Beck, M. D. It isa well written and unaffected 
testimony to the virtues and talents of Dr. Platt. We shall probably avail 
ourselves in our next number of a few extracts. 

In the intelligence department we perceive a flattering notice of our 
Chronicle, for which we feel truly grateful. 











BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 


I compendious system of Midwifery, chiefly designed to facilitate the in- 
quiries of those who may be pursuing this branch of study, Illustrated by 
occasional cases. With thirteen engravings. By Wm. P. Derwees, 
M. D., Lecturer on Midwifery ; Member of the American Phil. Soc, &c. 
pp- 602. Philadelphia. H.C. Cary, and J. Lea, Chestnut-street, 1824. 
We have not as yet had time to do more than glance over this volume. 

From the enlarged experience of the excellent author, and his well-earned 

reputation as an obstetrical writer, we have no doubt of its proving a 

valuable addition to the student’s stock of text books. Weshall cheerfully 


avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity to notice it in detail. 





The Medical Recorder of Medicine and Surgery. Conducted by S. 

Colhoun, M.D. &c. For October 1824. 

In our third number we had occasion to express our belief that this 
journal was no longer conducted with the same ability and talent by which 
it was formerly distinguished. The present number goes far to confirm 
and strengthen this opinion. It does more. It shows a total absence on 
the part of its conductors of those honourable principles, and those liberal 
feelings which should be the guide of every enlightened physician, and an 
indispensable qualification in a public writer. Not satisfied with extracting 
long articles and reviews from foreign journals, and incorporating the sub- 
stance of all our own original publications into condensed abstracts, the ed- 
itors of the Recorder attempt, with the most unblushing effrontery, to impose 
upon their readers with the assertion, that there is nothing in the editorial 
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department of American journals, which has not already appeared, and 
been made known in their own comprehensive work. Not only is this the 
case with all the matter contained in the numerous reviews, and the ex- 
tensive intelligence department of Chapman’s Journal, of the New-York 
Medical Repository, and the New-York Medical and Physical Journal, but 
—mirabile dictu!—the entire contents of even our anonymous journal, 
have been all—ay, all—anticipated in this truly capacious and all-devour- 
ing receptacle. If the present editorial incubus continues much longer to 
oppress this journal, we may with safety pronounce its doom! 





The New-England Journal of Medicine and Surgery, and Collaterai 
Branches of Science. Conducted by Walter Channing, M. D., and 
John Ware, M.D. No. 1V. vol. XIII. 





The Medical Review, and Analectic Journal. No. Tl. By John Eberle, 
M. D., and George M‘Clelland, M. D. 








SELECTIONS. 





Cesarean Operation successful.—M. Bosch, Surgeon to the Public Hus- 
pital of Maestricht, has recently performed this terrible operation with 
success. Both women were young, or in the prime of life. The pelves of 
both were, of course, distorted. The operations were performed in the 
public hospital. The incisions were in the linea alba, and the lives of mo- 
thers and children were preserved.—(Johnson’s Med. Chir. Quar. Review.) 





Rare Case of complicated Labour.—Mr. Allan [Med. Chir. Trans. Vol. 
XII.] has related a curious case of complicated labour, from locking of the 
heads of twins. The woman was thirty years of age, and this was her 
third labour, in which she had been eight hours, when Mr. Allan was sum- 
moned. The presenting limb was the left knee, and with it the vertex. 
He attempted to push up the knee, but without success. The child’s ham 
was then hooked with the fore finger, when the knee was pulled down, and 
the child’s head was felt to ascend. The body was delivered, but the evo- 
lution of the head was prevented in consequence of the hollow of the sa- 
crum being occupied by the head of another child, whose body was still — 
above the brim of the pelvis. The face of the second child was turned to- 
wards the sacrum, and its occiput closely applied to the throat of the first 
child. The back of the neck of the latter was closely applied to the sym- 
physis pubis of the mother, and its face to the back of the neck of the child 
whose body remained within the uterus. Under these awkward cirenm- 
Vou. I. 20 
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stances, it was found impossible to push up the head next the sacrum, with- 
out carrying the other before it; and every attempt to extract that which 
was next to the pubes, had the effect of pressing the other so forcibly down- 
wards, as to threaten a rupture of the perineum. Mr. Allan was a little 
embarrassed, but soon made up his mind as to what he should do. Before 
he could put his intention into execution, however, a violent parturient 
effort expelled both heads at the same time. Both children were dead. 
The mother had a smart attack of hysteritis, requiring the abstraction of 
seventy-six ounces of blood, and other means for its reduction. 

The mode of proceeding which Mr. Allan intended to pursue, had na- 
ture not expelled the twins, was to detach the body extruded, from the 
head within; and then push up the latter out of the way, delivering the 
child whose head presented by the forceps. The detached head must after- 
wards have been delivered with the forceps, or in whatever way the opera- 
tor found most convenient. As an addition to this plan, we would suggest 
that, before pushing up the detached head, a piece of garter or tape should 
be passed through the lower jaw, or, in some manner, be secured to the 
trunkless head, in order to extract it afterwards, and thus save the second 
introduction of the forceps, or other instrument.—ZJb. 





Protection of Vaccination.—Dr. Gregory, the able Physician to the 
Small-pox Hospital, has just published his Report to the Governors of that 
Institution. We can only notice those particulars that relate to Vaccina- 
tion. In 1823, of 151 patients, treated in the Institution for Small-pox, 47 
had previously undergone vaccination. The whole of these recovered. On 
a medium calculation, twelve of these would have died had it not been for 
the protecting influence of vaccination—though there is reason to believe, 
that it was but imperfectly performed in these 47 cases. Of the 72 admit- 
ted in the first five months of 1824, nineteen had been vaccinated. Of 
these, one died. In this unfortunate case, Dr. Gregory ascertained that 
the vaccine process had been very imperfect. In 1823, there were vacci- 
nated, under Dr. Gregory’s superintendance, 3129 persons, and in the first 
five months of 1824, one thousand two hundred and eighty passed through 
this process. Dr. G. avers that, at no previous period has the confidence 
of the lower orders in the security of vaccination appeared greater than at 
present. The metropolitan population, Dr. G. observes, have better op- 
portunities of appreciating the protecting influence of vaccination than 
those of the country towns, as small-pox is always present in London— 
‘seeking whom it may devour.” Dr. G. concludes with a high and well- 
merited eulogium on the Jennerian discovery.—Ib. 





Cure of external Hydrocephalus by Puncture.—Dr. Fenoglio relates the 
ease of a child, eighteen months old, who fell from a balcony fifteen feet 
from the ground: the left parietal bone was depressed, but there was no 
fracture, and not a drop of blood escaped from the nostrils; the left hume- 
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rus, and the bones of the fore-arm, were fractured. The parietal bone re- 
sumed its usual form in a few hours. On the day following the accident, 
violent fever came on: the breathing was stertorous, and the skin was 
burning hot ; the lower extremities were cold, and there was a trembling 
motion of the right hand. Bleeding by leeches was resorted to, and ice 
applied to the head; and the fever was relieved. At the end of the fourth 
day, however, a fluctuating tumor was perceived at the posterior fonta- 
nelle, and which, being pressed upon, disappeared, but returned when the 
pressure was removed. In proportion as this tumor increased externally, 
the child became more lively; but, as Dr. Fenoglio justly saw the danger 
which threatened, in consultation with Dr. Giorgano and Professor Rossi, 
it was determined to wait some time before any attempt was made to re- 
move the swelling, considering it to be the product of extravasation only. 
After the seventh day, however, they changed their opinion as to its na- 
ture, and a srnall puncture was made at its most depending part, and a cor- 
rupted and fetid lymph was evacuated. The infant immediately fell 
asleep, and slept for eight hours; but awoke at the end of that time with 
renewed fever, and the symptoms previously described. Leeches were ap- 
plied to the left foot, an opening medicine administered, and a strong infu- 
sion of digitalis ordered. (Neither the strength nor doses of this infusion 
are mentioned.) In the evening, the fever was diminished. The opening 
into the tumor was not closed, and a fluid escaped from it drop by drop, but 
so slowly, that it was only known by the moisture of the pillow. 

The intellectual and physical faculties of the child improved rapidly ; 
the bowels aeted freely ; and this amendment went on from day to day, so 
that the parents conceived her free from danger. At the end of the second 
week, however, on a sudden, the tumor ceased to discharge; there was 
suppression beth of faecal evacuations as well as of the urine, and the for- 
mer symptoms again recurred. Leeches were again applied to the ankles, 
castor-oil given so as to purge, and the digitalis agaim had recourse to, with 
so good effect, that in about eleven days the hydrocephalus had entirely 
disappeared. 

Another severe attack was experienced after this, preceded by vomiting, 
and accompanied with convulsions of the whole body, but which were re- 
lieved by the same means; and the patient finally got well.—{ London Med. 
and Phys. Journal.) 





Belladonna a Preventive of Scarlet Fever.—It has been long known that 
Dr. Hahnemann, of Leipsic, has asserted the above fact; but, since the 
year 1818, several practitioners in the north of Europe have repeated these 
experiments, and they find them founded in truth. The first of these, Dr. 
Brendt, of Custrin, affirms that all who employed this remedy escaped the 
infection; and his account is corroborated by Dr. Muhsbeck, of Demmin, 
in Western Pomerania, who says he has used it for seven years, and with 
equal success: and he administered it to all those who dwelt in the houses . 
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where scarlet fever prevailed, continuing its use until desquamation of the 
cuticle had taken place in those attacked. Dr. Dusterbourg, of Warbourg. 
has also published an account of a series of experiments, confirming these 
statements; and several subsequent Memoirs have appeared, all equally 
corroborative of this virtue in the belladonna. The formula generally re- 
commended, is a solution of two grains of the extract in an ounce of some 
distilled water; and to children from one to ten years of age, from one to 
five drops of this solution is given four times in the day; from ten years 
of age and upwards, from six to ten drops is given, also four times in the 
twenty-four hours.—Ib. 





Nitrate of Silver in Chorea.—M. Priou, of Nantes, has published two 
cases of chorea, cured by the nitrate of silver; which he, however, consi- 
ders as a remedy quite new, and first employed by himself in these cases. 
The first case is that of a female, seven years and a half old, who had tried 
all the usual remedies in vain. The following formula was prescribed :— 
RK. Argent. Nitrat. gr. vj. Ext. Opii 3j. Moschi 3ij. Campbore 9Siv. di- 
vided into ninety-six pills; and one was at first taken morning and night. 
In fifteen days, all the symptoms had disappeared. The disease afterwards 
returned; but the same remedies cured it again. Sixty-nine pills were ta- 
ken during the treatment. The patient is now fifteen years and a half old, 
and remains well. 

The second case is also a female, seven years of age, who was seized 
with chorea suddenly after a fright. After employing various remedies, the 
cold bath, &c. without success, or with only partial relief, the above-named 
pills were given, one morning and evening. After the fourth day, in con- 
sequence of the perceptible amendment, the parents of the child gave 
eight pills in the day, without informing M. Priou. They were afterwards 
continued for a month, at the rate of two, and then one, in the day; when 
the patient was cured, and has had no relapse.—Jb. 





Poisoning by Hydrocyanic Acid.—Dr. Heller, in a small pamphlet, late- 
ly published, on the above subject, objects to the use of certain excitants, 
such as the oil of turpentine and strong coffee; as, he says, they are al- 
ways useless when the dose of this acid has been large enough to stop the 
animal functions; and that they are positively hurtful when the quantity 
has been so small as only to produce those symptoms which terminate of 
themselves; and finally, that, in these cases of poisoning, the only stimu- 
lants necessary to be used are ammoniacal or eétherial frictions, the open 
air, acidulated drink, motion, and exercise.—Jb. 





Operation of Lithotomy.—M. Dupuytren has lately performed this ope- 
ration in a new manner, and with a new instrument. The operation may 
be called the transverse operation, and the instrument a double lithotome 
eaché ; the instrument having, in fact, two blades, so disposed as to cut 
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beth left and right at the same time, on withdrawing it from the bladder. 
‘The sound is introduced, and the membranous portion of the urethra di- 
vided in the usual manner. The lithotome is then introduced into the blad- 
der; it is opened, and, on withdrawing it, the prostate gland is divided so 
as to be cut in two halves, the one anterior, the other posterior. By this 
method, the vasa deferentia, the rectum, and the transverse artery of the 
perineum, as well as the pudica, are said to be avoided. M. Dupuytren 
has lately operated on a child, one year old, in this manner, and ne acci- 
dent has followed the operation.—Jd. 





Prevention of Drunkenness.—Our readers are aware that the volatile 
alkali has been considered as a remedy for intoxication. We said, in a for- 
mer Number, that should this be the case, it is doubtful whether the anti- 
dote would not encourage the vice rather than tend to suppress it. In one 
of the foreign Journals it is stated, that a German Physician (M. Brulh- 
Cramer) has discovered that the exhibition of diluted sulphuric acid, with. 
occasional bitters, causes, at length, such a disgust towards brandy and 
other spirituous potations, as to eradicate the disposition to inebriety. If 
this should prove true, it would be a far more valuable discovery than that 
of a medicine which rendered a drunken man sober, and enabled him to 
return to his favourite potations with impunity.—Johnson. 





State of the Blood in Jaundice,—M. Chevreul observes, that there are 
some peculiarities in the blood of new-born children who die of the disease 
called skin-bound (induration). If the skin of these subjects is incised, a 
yellow liquid escapes, composed of albumen, a colouring matter of an 
orange-red, and one of a green colour; and these matters are also found 
in the bile of these infants. The blood of children with jaundice differs 
also much from that of healthy children, as far as regards the serum; ifs 
composition and colour being the same as above mentioned.—(Lond. Med. 
and Phys. Journal.) 





Rupture of the Bladder.—Dr. Fix, of Berne, reports the case of a young 
lady, aged twenty, of a lymphatic temperament, who had suffered, from the 
age of puberty, with various symptoms of debility: her face was remark- 
ably pale; and, though she menstruated regularly, the discharge was 
scarcely coloured. After having languished in this way for some time, 
symptoms of intestinal inflammation supervened. Constipation and reten- 
tion of urine were troublesome; the abdomen was tense, tender to the 
touch; the pulse small and contracted, and sixty in the minute. Glysters 
lessened the volume of the abdomen, but did not decrease the pain. The 
urine was passed frequently, in small quantities, and loaded with mucus ; 
thirst great, and appetite quite gone. Death soon followed. On opening 
the body, a serous effusion, to the amount of ten or twelve pounds, was 
found ; traces of inflammation also were perceived on the small intestines : 
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but the bladder was the principal seat of disease: it was reduced to a thin 


membrane, resembling a mucous net-work, and was torn throughout near- 
ly the whole of its extent.—Jb. 





Fatal Effects of the Abuse of Iodine. —M. Zinck has lately communica- 
ted two cases of fatal effects from the incautious use of iodine internally ; 
and a third in which unpleasant symptoms were induced, but they yielded 
to a proper treatment. In one case they were besides diarrhea, priapism, 
tremors of the whole body, but especially of the arms ; violent palpitations, 
and other nervous symptoms. The body was not opened. In the second 
fatal case, the symptoms are not detailed, but dissection exhibited violent 
gastro-enteritis and other traces of inflammation. These cases strongly 
confirm the remarks of Dr. Gardiner respecting the caution necessary in 
the exhibition of this medicine internally.—Jbid, 








MISCELLANIES. 





Tue Lectures in the College of Physicians and Surgeons in this city 
commenced on the Ist instant. We have not as yet been able to ascertain 
the number of students matriculated. 





University of Pennsylvania.—The introductory lectures of the Medical 
Professors were delivered on the Ist, 2d, and 3d, of the present week, to a 
highly numerous and respectable class. Though the students have not all 
yet come in, we infer from the number that have, as well as from our infor- 
mation from various quarters, that the class this year will about equal that of 
the last. The regular course of lectures on each branch will be commenc- 
ed next Monday. A number of curious and interesting skulls, brought 
from the Pacific by a gentleman in the Franklin 74, were lately presented 
to the institution. — Phil. 4Zscul. Reg. 





Correctors, Nos. I. II. Hil. IV. V. by “ Investigator,” have appeared in 
one of our daily prints. When shall newspapers cease to be the vehicles of 
medical scandal, as well as medical puffing? We can assure the author, 
that although he write till his hairs are turned gray, he will produce no 
other effect than a smile at the impotency of his efforts. 





Local Effluvia.—On the 91st page of this volume of the Intelligencer, 
we inserted a history of disease occasioned in Chester, Pa. by local effluvia : 
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—vn the subject of these cases, we have just received a communication 
from Dr. Marsh, (the attending physician,) of whieh the following is an ex- 
tract :—‘* I have now the pleasure to inform you, that the four pa: ents who 
were removed from within the influence of the morbid atmosphere, (al- 
though three of them at the time presented very little hope of recovery) 
soon put on a favourable appearance, and these cases have all terminated in 
health. And to add another confirmation to the generally received opinion 
among scientific persons, of the entire impossibility of febrile diseases being 
communicated by personal intercourse, no disease followed in any of the 
persons who were their close attendants after their removal.”—Bost. Med. 
Inéel. 





Boston Dispensary.—By the returns made to the government of this 
excellent institution, it appears, that from Oct. 10, 1823, to Sept. 25, 1824, 
the visiting Physicians of the Dispensary attended to 1403 cases ; of which 
1138 were cured or relieved, and 89 died. Of the deaths, one person had 
arrived at the age of 106 years.—ZJbid. | 





Climate of Newport.—Within a very few years, in four different in- 
stances, they have recorded the deaths of three persons in that town, with- 
in the space of a week, who were upwards of eighty years. In one paper 
last week will be found the deaths of four persons, who lived in that town 
and vicinity, whose united ages amounted to three hundred and thirty-five 
years.— Ibid. : 





Vaccination.—Some recent instances indicate that the vaccine matter 
may be advantageously employed in other cases than the small-pox. Mr. 
Lassere, a physician of Domme, in Burgundy, visiting a child four years of 
age, whom his parents would not suffer to be inoculated, observed a swell- 
ing on the first phalanx of the child’s right hand middle finger. By his 
suggestion, the mother allowed the swelling to be vaccinated, as an ex- 
periment to bring it down. Two vaccinal pustules appeared; and soon 
after, the inflammation subsided, and the volume of the finger-bone very 
sensibly lessened, so that in three weeks time, the finger had recovered its 
natural form, and the cure proved effectual. This complaint bears the 
name of Spina Ventosa; of the sort to which lymphatic children are sub- 
ject. It spread over the whole phalanx, but without reaching the articular 
extremities. Encouraged by this success, the physician tried the vaccine 
matter on a girl fourteen years of age, that had four scrophulous swellings 
in her neck, for which a number of antiscorbutics had been used, but with- 
out success. ‘Ten punctures of the vaccine were applied to one inch of 
the swellings; eight pimples soon appeared, and the tumours exhibited the 
characters of a sanguinary inflammation. By the repeated use of leeches, 
occasional purgatives, and an appropriate regimen, every symptom of the 
scrophula gradually disappeared, 
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Bill of Mortality for the City and County of New-York, for October. 
(From the Inspector’s Weekly Report.) 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We must decline publishing the notice of an operation for an extra-uterine 
foetus, until we are presented with some details respecting the nature of the 


case, and the success of the attempt made to relieve the patient. 


Our corres- 


pondent does not seem to be aware, that Dr. M‘Knight successfully performed 


this delicate operation many years ago in this city. 





